
PINE COUNTY 
yNESOTA 

MINUTES 
PINE COUNTY ZONING BOARD 

March 25, 2021 6:00 p.m. 
North Pine Government Center 
1602 Hwy 23 N Sandstone, MN 

Members Present: 

Members Absent: 
Staff Present: 
Others Present: 

Dirk Nelson, Patrick Schifferdecker, Ryan Clark, Les Orvis, Skip 
Thomson, Susan Grill, Nancy Rys, Matt Ludwig ex-officio 
none 
Caleb Anderson, Land & Resources Manager 
Stephen Maulden, Getaway House; Joseph Buche, Kelli Cassidy, 
Mike Johnson, Several others participated virtually presumed to 
be residents of the Long Lake area near the proposed Getaway 
House campground 

CALL TO ORDER 
Skip Thomson called the meeting to order at 6:00p.m. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Grill/Schifferdecker, 7-0, to approve the agenda with the revision that there will be no public 
hearing for the Getaway House application. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Schifferdecker/Rys, 7-0, to approve the minutes of the February 25, 2021 meeting with two 
typographical corrections. 

BUCHE VARIANCE 
Caleb Anderson provided a synopsis of the Buche variance application as detailed in the staff 
report. Joseph Buche described his need for the variance. To retire in the home, they need a 
new bedroom on the main floor thus need to expand their nonconforming structure. Mr. Buche 
explained that he has voluntarily submitted a mitigation plan with his request but feels it is 
unreasonable that a shoreline buffer be a condition of his approval. He explained that he very 
carefully planted the grass and does not want to remove it to establish the buffer. 

Chair Thomson opened the public hearing. Mike Johnson, neighbor, spoke in support of the 
variance request. Mike added that all the roof runoff from the building flows to the north towards 
a wetland. He also added that the septic system is to the west so there is not a better location to 
build the addition. Chair Thomson closed the public hearing. 

The Zoning Board produced the following findings: 

1.) The proposed use is allowed in the zoning district that the property lies in. 
2.) The variance is in harmony with the intent of the ordinance and the County's 

comprehensive plan. 
3.) The variance will not alter the essential character of the locality. 
4.) A practical difficulty does exist that prevents the owner from complying with the 

ordinance. The existing septic system prohibits them from building on the back side of 
the house or moving the structure towards the road. 
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5.) The applicant's proposed use is reasonable. 

The group discussed whether the findings would change if the mitigation plan were to be 
reduced. Orvis suggested that the buffer be limited to that portion on the north side of the lot, 
north of the proposed lake access area. Clark added that he would not be in favor of the 
variance in absence of a mitigation plan. 

Motion by Orvis, Second by Schifferdecker, 5-2, to approve the variance with the following 
conditions. 1.) a compliant septic system inspection and any needed upgrades shall be 
approved prior to issuance of a permit. 2.) The proposed mitigation plan shall be followed with 
the exception that the shoreline buffer will be limited to that portion north of the proposed lake 
access strip. 

GETAWAY HOUSE CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 
Anderson shared that the DNR has inquired about whether the proposal is a campground, given 
that it is a series of tiny houses. The applicant asserts that the houses are built up to RV code 
and are licensed as RVs in the state of New York. Each unit is individually pulled out to the site. 
Anderson shared that while the public hearing has been postponed until 4/22/21, the written 
comments received thus far have been shared with the applicant and Zoning Board. 

Stephen Maulden provided a presentation of the Getaway House campground model. He 
highlighted the proposed campground's focus on nature and solitude for guests. A copy of the 
slide set has been filed with the County Zoning Department. Mr. Maulden addressed several of 
the questions posed in the written comments. Specifically, Maulden noted that the existing RV 
sites along the lake (south side of road) and the beach, will be decommissioned and 
revegetated, providing a more natural riparian area, which may simply include some Adirondack 
chairs. He also offered that he is agreeable to conditions that do not allow guests to have A TV's 
or motorized watercrafts. He does want to reserve that guests may bring unmotorized 
watercrafts. He also is open to discussion about whether snowmobiles may be allowed or not. 
He would like for staff to have a snowmobile onsite for accessing areas of the campground 
during winter. 

Anderson asked if they will operate in winter. Maulden plans to have guests year-round. Grill 
asked if they would anticipate future expansion. Maulden said they would not, as they prefer to 
maintain a quietness. Orvis asked whether they currently own the campground. Maulden 
responded that they are currently under contract to purchase. Rys asked whether the permit can 
continue if they don't own it. Grill echoed the question and suggested signatures may be 
needed by the current owner. Anderson will follow up. Anderson added that the Township is in 
discussion with the applicant about a possible surety bond to ensure there is not excessive road 
wear during construction. Brad Devries, the applicant's engineer added that they may bring 
equipment in from the north on a non-paved road. Grill pointed out that the site has been 
subject to flooding and suggested that this be evaluated in infrastructure design. 

The discussion will resume at the 4/22/21 meeting. 

OLD BUSINESS 

l 
/ 

Shoreland OHWL Setback Averaging 
Anderson shared information, provided in the staff report, on how many permits have been 
issued using OHWL setback averaging. Anderson described that Commissioner Ludwig and 
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County Auditor, Kelly Schroeder, have expressed concern for the Zoning Board's previously 
decided recommendation that setback averaging be eliminated from the Shoreland Ordinance. 
The group discussed the topic and chose not to reverse their recommendation. The Zoning 
Board feels it is not a bad thing if the County Board chooses to disagree with their 
recommendation. 

Vacation Rentals by Owner in the Kettle River Wild and Scenic River Ordinance 
Anderson shared the proposed language shown in the staff report. Grill pointed out that guest 
cottages are not allowed in the Kettle River Ordinance, so the term "guest cottage or similar 
accommodation," should be eliminated from the proposed definition. In other words, vacation 
rentals shall strictly be "single family residential" uses of property. 

Motion by Schifferdecker, Second by Nelson, 7-0, to recommend County Board adoption of the 
ordinance amendment as written with the exception of replacing "single dwelling unit" with 
"single family residential unit" and excluding "guest cottage, or similar accommodation." 

NEW BUSINESS 
Anderson questioned whether the Board had thoughts on the DNR Model Ordinance. Grill 
commented that the County's current shoreland ordinance is referenced in several of the other 
ordinances and that adopting a new shoreland ordinance will create a lot of hassle and work for 
staff. She also noted that the County's ordinance is much more specific in several areas. 
Nobody spoke in favor of looking in to the issue further. 

the me~etin at 7:58pm. 

J- re52-,an: 7 ZaOd k2 S omson 
Zoning Board Chair 
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